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The editor writes:
At the beginning of this month I received a ‘Letter
to the Editor’ in response to our MP’s recent
piece about climate change, which was published
in the June issue of our magazine.  After some
thought, I decided to publish the letter, along
with a personal response from John Howell:  you
will find them both on pages 8 and 9 of this

month’s issue, followed by two pieces about the Oxford-Cambridge
Expressway, which continues to be an important topic for our community.

If you would rather escape from politics for a short while, there is also
plenty of local entertainment in the form of concerts, cream teas, a
street fête, and Horton-cum-Studley’s new ‘Market on the Green’.
Please support as many of these events as possible and do encourage
your friends and relations from elsewhere to come and sample the
delights of village life.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a wonderful
summer.  I, for one, am very much looking forward to a whole month
without print deadlines and other such delights!

Julia Stutfield

Our cover photo …
was contributed by Carol Welch from Horton-cum-Studley.  The

photo was taken on 23 May 2019 by her son Nick.  Carol posted it on
the HcS Village Facebook Group with the comment:

“Fourteen really good reasons to keep our speed down on our roads.
This wonderful herd visited our garden yesterday evening”.

If you have taken a photo which you think might be suitable for the
cover of the next magazine, please email it to

4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

https://www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes
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The Four Parishes News Magazine has 10 issues per year and is distributed
free of charge to approximately 850 addresses in Forest Hill, Horton-cum-

Studley, Stanton St John and Beckley.

To advertise in the magazine please email JULIA
adverts.4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

We welcome contributions or notices for future issues.
Please send them to:

Beckley
John Baker   Tel: 07401 550537  johnbaker245@btinternet.com

Forest Hill
Linda Goffey  Tel: 01865 873078  linda@goffey.co.uk

Horton-cum-Studley
Carol Welch Tel: 01865 358122  carol_welch20@hotmail.com

Stanton St John
Sue Baker  Tel: 01865 351449  susanjbaker24@gmail.com

The closing date for the September issue is 15 August 2019

The Four Parishes News Magazine is produced under the auspices of our
four village churches for the benefit of the whole community.  It is funded

by advertising revenue, which is used to cover the printing costs.

We are dependent on volunteers to assemble the content, book and invoice
the advertisers, compile and edit the magazine, collect it from the printers

and distribute it throughout the four parishes.  If you are interested in
getting involved, please email Julia at 4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

Recent issues of the magazine are available to view online at
www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes

https://www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes
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Church Wardens
Beckley
Georgina Robson Tel: 01865 351637 gina.robson@virgin.net

Forest Hill
Jane Walker  Tel: 01865 872399 lyttleton@btinternet.com
Pat Fraser   Tel: 01865 875679 triciaann49@gmail.com

Horton-cum-Studley
Andrew Payne  Tel: 01865 351018 andrewrobertsonpayne@gmail.com
Lynn Whitaker  Tel: 01865 358838 lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

Stanton St John
Sheila Pullen  Tel: 01865 351210 dave.sheila53@gmail.com
Deirdre Young  Tel: 01865 351745 youngdee@live.co.uk

Benefice of Beckley, Forest Hill with Shotover,
Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St John

Ministry Team
We are extremely grateful to all of our volunteer clergy and Licensed
Lay Ministers for their generous support during our vacancy.  Please
contact the Church Wardens in the first instance with any enquiries.

Rev’d Hugh Lee      hugh.lee@btinternet.com
Tel: 01865 316245

Rev’d Canon Beau Stevenson  beaumont.stevenson@gmail.com

Rev’d Stephanie Bullock stephaniebullock9@gmail.com

Rev’d Dr. Elizabeth Hoare   liz.hoare@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

Betty Dye LLM      betty.dye10@gmail.com
         Mob:  07910 356343

Canon Prof. Nicholas Orme LLM N.I.Orme@exeter.ac.uk
Tel: 01865 512676

Joanna  Allen (Ordinand)   jo.ordinand@gmail.com
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Church Services in the Four Parishes, July 2019

St Nicolas, Forest
Hill

with
Shotover

St John
the Baptist,

Stanton
St John

Assumption of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary,

Beckley

St Barnabas,
Horton-cum-

Studley

7 Jul 11am
Parish

Communion

9.30am
Parish

Communion

9.30am
Parish

Communion

11am
Morning
Prayer

6pm
Taizé

4pm
Family Church
(Beckley Village

Hall)

14 Jul 9.30am
Family Service at Stanton St John

9.30am
Family Service

11am
Parish

Communion

6pm
Choral Evensong

(St Nicolas Choir)

21 Jul 11am
Morning Prayer
(Book of Common

Prayer)

9.30am
Parish

Communion

[no morning
service]

11am
Family Service

4pm
Family Church
(Stanton Village

Hall)

6pm
Iona Service

28 Jul 10am
Joint Benefice Service at Forest Hill

6pm
Church Without

Walls
(Stanton Village

Hall)

If you would like more information about Family Church in Beckley and
Stanton Village Halls, please contact Jo Allen at jo.ordinand@gmail.com
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Church Services in the Four Parishes, August 2019

St Nicolas, Forest
Hill

with
Shotover

St John
the Baptist,

Stanton
St John

Assumption of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary,

Beckley

St Barnabas,
Horton-cum-

Studley

4 Aug 11am
Parish

Communion

9.30am
Parish

Communion

9.30am
Parish

Communion

11am
Morning
Prayer

[no Taizé]

11 Aug 9.30am
Family Service at Stanton St John

9.30am
Family Service

11am
Parish

Communion

6pm
Choral Evensong
(St Nicolas Consort)

18 Aug 11am
Morning Prayer
(Book of Common

Prayer)

9.30am
Parish

Communion

[no morning
service]

11am
Family Service

[no Iona]

25 Aug 10am
Joint Benefice Service at Beckley

6pm
Church Without

Walls
(Stanton Village

Hall)

Family Church in Beckley and Stanton Village Halls will start again in
September.  For more information please contact Jo Allen at
jo.ordinand@gmail.com.

The Taizé and Iona evening services in Stanton St John and Beckley
respectively, will also resume in September.
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CHURCH NOTICE BOARD
We have no vicar at present so please contact the Church Wardens with
any enquiries (details on page 4).

Update on our search for a new vicar
Since our last update in April we have repeated the process of advertising
for a new vicar but unfortunately there have been no applicants.  The
feedback from Church House is that we are not alone in this situation so
we have decided to pause the process for a few months to give time for
some new candidates to emerge.  Meanwhile we are lucky to have strong
support from our volunteer clergy and Licensed Lay Ministers, and all of
our four churches are focused on working together with them to ensure
that we continue to serve the community to the best of our ability.

GENERAL NOTICES
Please note, this magazine covers the months of July and August so the
editor has a much-needed month off before the round of copy and print
deadlines starts again.  If you enjoy reading the magazine and would be
interested in getting more involved in the process of creating it, please
email Julia Stutfield at 4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com.

Dame Elizabeth Holford's Trust
The Holford Trust (Charity Reg. No. 309576) welcomes applications for
bursaries from young people under the age of 25 living in Beckley, Forest
Hill, Elsfield parish, Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St John for the
advancement of education, which includes social and physical training.
This could include funding towards residential or online courses, music
lessons, books or equipment required to aid in education (such as
laptops or software), sporting equipment, tools etc.

The applications are NOT means tested, but applicants must live or have
at least one parent who lives, within the area of benefit. The Trust are
meeting again in August and welcomes applications in writing to
holfordtrustchair@gmail.com, or via letter to the Chair of Trustees, who
is Alison Finch - address is 14 Mickle Way, Forest Hill, Oxford, OX33 1DX.
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Letters to the Editor
To the editor, The Four Parishes News Magazine

I was interested to read John Howell MP’s regular column devoted to the
critical issue of climate change. Howell discusses the need for ‘practical
proposals’ to address the challenge. In our villages the public bus service
has been cut out of existence by Howell’s colleagues on the County
Council, whilst there have also been cuts to local school bus services and
a regressive charging regime has been introduced. Both these measures
discourage residents from using public transport, which we know is key in
the struggle against climate change.

I have also noted the MP’s stated support for the proposed Expressway
motorway project, which – at least without the strictest targets on
electrification, green energy and house-building – will doubtless lead to
increased emissions. Again, this seems to run counter to the MP’s stated
aim of addressing climate change.

Children and young people in this area, including from Beckley School,
right up the highest levels of global politics are engaged in the struggle
for a sustainable environment. John Howell would do well to heed their
concerns. Otherwise he risks standing accused of betraying a generation
through too few or counter-productive actions.

Best wishes, Stephanie Kitchen, Wheatley Road, Forest Hill

Reply from John Howell MP
To the editor, The Four Parishes News Magazine
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to respond to the letter
from Stephanie Kitchen. Firstly I repeat my commitment to doing what I can to
address the critical issue of climate change. It is indeed an issue that needs to
be taken into account across the many and varied aspects of life and we all
need to play our part.

Readers may recall that only last month Parliament made a unanimous decision
to recognise the climate emergency. However although this has only recently
captured the public attention in a big way, work has been going on for many
years. The UK was the first country to introduce legally binding long-term
emissions targets under the landmark Climate Change Act in 2008 which has
already led to a substantial cut in emissions. This momentum has continued
with the Clean Growth Strategy published in 2017 which laid the foundation for
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a net zero emissions target. However there is no room for complacency and
following the recommendations of the Climate Change Committee the
Government is introducing a legally binding net zero target to end the UK's
contribution to global warming entirely by 2050. The report of the Climate Change
Committee has set a number of recommendations for how we achieve our net
zero target including some policy issues with Government is now working through
and I suspect that we will see more legislation laid down to support this. Some
may challenge the target but we have to be realistic and honest about our targets.
It need a change of heart and life style for everyone and not just in the UK.

On the particular issues that Ms Kitchen raised I do not believe that we are seeing
things that are counter-productive. Rather I see us at a time of change. We cannot
continue doing things the way we have been. Addressing these issues is
uncomfortable but we have to be willing to feel uncomfortable if we are to make
way for change.

Public transport is an interesting and challenging issue. Commercial bus services
continue to run. The services that have been cut were those that were only
sustainable with a subsidy from the County Council and they have explained their
strategy. Setting aside the financial aspects we were seeing large buses driving
around almost empty and that cannot have been good for the environment. For
my part in this I met with bus companies to discuss their plans for more demand
responsive services, some of which are being investigated and in Oxford trialled. I
acknowledge that in rural areas where journey demands are so many and varied
the challenge of public transport is ongoing and research continues. I do not think
that going back to large empty buses is an option but we are currently in the
vacuum before a new and cost effective approach is up and running.

I have to date supported the work to look at the Oxford-Milton Keynes-Cambridge
Expressway and this research work continues. It is a part of a major project
looking at key infrastructure including digital and utilities. On road transport we
are seeing research into fuel technologies and other green technologies. If the
road is built it will not be until 2030 an by that time I believe that new technologies
will be on stream. In general, Government sets out a framework on sustainability
but does not prescribe particular approaches which leaves scope for continual
innovation and improvement and also the most practical and cost effective
solutions in individual circumstances.

May I assure your readers that I share the concerns that have been expressed so
much of late and will continue to do what I can in turning this around.

John



10

Oxford-Cambridge Expressway update
The last couple of months have been very busy with
contacts having been made with a further 11 villages in Oxon and Bucks;
members of the No Expressway Group speaking at 9 village and Annual Parish
meetings and the "travelling pagoda" being taken to 4 events so far this summer.
We were very pleased to be able to talk at some length to Henley MP John
Howell at the Otmoor Challenge.

We have also launched the first of our "Expressway Stories" on our website
noexpressway.org and YouTube.  This beautiful 5 minute film, "Expressway
Stories - Otmoor", features our Horton-cum-Studley artist Nick Mynheer talking
about Otmoor, its influence on his work, the importance of open countryside
and what could be lost if the expressway were to go ahead.  A huge thank you
to Elsie Barker for directing and editing this and to Nick Mynheer and Zac
Shannon for taking part. These stories aim to show what is good and beautiful
about the places in which we live and what we will lose if the Oxford-Cambridge
expressway goes ahead.  We want the generations to come to see these places
as we have and not just as a video on a screen.

noexpressway.org  now has all our Updates, FAQs and events listed.  We also
have an excellent "How You Can Help" section including a new section for
making donations to help cover costs for our flyers, travelling pagoda etc.
Many thanks to Cat Wood for all her work on this.

Coming next
● The Arc Leaders Group has promised community "engagement" for Summer

2019 about the plan for business and housing development in all counties
along the Oxford - Cambridge Arc

● Highways England will announce route options in Autumn 2019 and then
start non-statutory consultation with the public for the first time.

We will post details on noexpressway.org  when they are known. Please
remember to write to your District/County Councillors to remind them of their
role as Highways England "Stakeholder".  They need to hear your views, so they
can represent the community effectively.

Save the dates!
On 7 Jul the No Expressway Group invite you to 'Walk the Moor' again!
Starting from Horton-cum-Studley Millennium Hall at 10.15am, with a lunch-
break at The Crown in Charlton from 12.30-2pm and a child friendly route in
the afternoon.  Refreshments served in Horton-cum-Studley from 4pm.  The No
Expressway Alliance is planning a picnic at Brill on 27 Jul.  Everyone is invited!

noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
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The No Expressway Group "travelling pagoda" will be at Horton-cum-Studley
‘Market on the Green’ on 6 Jul, Brill Beer Festival on 25 Aug and Brill/British
Legion Fete on 26 Aug.

Keep up with all the latest news, insight and events on noexpressway.org . No
Expressway signs for your garden? Campaign ideas? Questions?  Please contact
Olivia Field at noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com

**************************

Report on Expressway Information Meeting, Beckley, 10 June
Many thanks to all who attended last month’s Expressway Information Meeting at
Beckley Village Hall and indicated that you want to be kept up to date on progress.

94 people were at the meeting : 51 from Beckley, 18 from Horton-cum-Studley,
7 from Stanton St John, 2 from Forest Hill, 3 from Elsfield, 2 from Merton, 1
from Oakley, 1 from Piddington, 1 from Weston on the Green, and 8 from
unidentified addresses.   32 people from Beckley and 5 from HcS want to be
kept updated (others are already being updated by the No Expressway Group).

Information will be sent out as I receive it on what I think relevant both to
keeping you abreast of what is happening and alerting you to addresses to
write to, or meetings or hearings to attend.  Action on your part will be
dependent on your time, talent, and area of passion or concern.

It has been suggested that we need to demonstrate en masse;  in other words,
produce large noticeable protests at various meetings. This will not be
everyone’s cup of tea.  Therefore I think there will only be a sub-group of
people willing and able to actively protest, while a larger group of you can write
emails and letters to the names I will send, and still others might be willing to
get together and plan.

Please let me know which category you see yourself falling into: 1. receiving emails
2. protesting at public meetings and hearings  3. meeting together to plan.

The Expressway is not a done-deal although those in charge of developing it are
moving ahead full-steam.  We can make our views heard.  Together we can and
will make a difference!

Ann Henman
 Tel: 01865 351492, mob: 07969 578740, email: annhenman@gmail.com

P.S.  Some people forgot to sign in, could not be at the meeting but want to be
involved, either did not include their email addresses or do not have email
addresses, and some have their email inbox set so that any mailing to over ten
addresses gets put in the SPAM box.  Therefore, if you want to be involved … and
have not yet responded to my email of the 16 of June ….. let me know.   Ann

noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 
noexpressway.org 


12

The Maple Tree
Thank you to everybody who donated prizes and bought/sold raffle tickets
for our recent Grand Draw, raising an incredible £1500 for The Maple Tree.
We also hosted our first ever fete.  Although the weather wasn’t great
leading to the cancellation of the Bouncy Castle, a good time was had
regardless and we managed to make £279.

We were also successful in our application to ASDA
for a Healthy Eating Grant - thank you to Angie who
recently presented us with a cheque for £750.
Donations such as these ensure that The Maple Tree
can continue to offer universal services to all local
families.

Exciting dates for your diary are:-
Saturday 7 July – OPA Wheatley and Holton Fun Day.  The Maple Tree
will be taking part, so please do come and meet us.
Thursday 25 July – Family Learning Event at Shotover, for families with
children 0-10, 9.30-2.30.  More details to follow
Saturday 27 July – Bubble Workshop at The Maple Tree (10am-3pm) in
conjunction with Oxford Museum of Natural History.  This is primarily
suitable for children aged 7+ and their families, but younger children are
very welcome too.  You can experiment with bubbles, watch a
professional bubble artist and you will also receive a bubble kit to take
home.  Families that attend will be invited to the Museum of Natural
History on 10 August to watch a special bubble show, meet scientists and
show off some bubble experiments.  Let us know if you are interested.

See our Facebook page www.facebook.com/groups/500731153419935/
or to volunteer, hire the MT, buy or sell raffle tickets or just for more
information contact hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Hayley Hayle, Coordinator

The Maple Tree is a community charity (registration no. 1174117)
based in Wheatley aiming to replace some universal services that
were lost when local Children's Centres closed in 2017.  We serve
families from Wheatley and surrounding villages, including Stanton
St John, Forest Hill, Horton -cum-Studley and Beckley & Stowood.

www.facebook.com/groups/500731153419935/
www.stnicolasforesthill.org
http:www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/environment-and-neighbourhood-issues/report-problem-noise-and-nuisance
http:www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/environment-and-neighbourhood-issues/report-problem-noise-and-nuisance
www.parishcouncil.com/foresthillwithshotover/ 
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FOREST HILL

News from St Nicolas Church
Please see page 5 for details of all church services during July and August
or visit our website at www.stnicolasforesthill.org.

Sunday 28 July   Benefice Parish Communion at Forest Hill, 10am.

Sunday 25 August   Benefice Parish Communion at Beckley, 10am.

Cream Teas Sunday 28 July and Sunday 25 August 3 - 5pm.   Come and
visit the Church and enjoy scones, jam and cream plus tea/coffee/squash
and meet up with friends old and new.

Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council
At the Annual Parish Council meeting held in May, Cllr Andrew Waite-Brown
was re-elected as Chair and Cllr Malcolm Leeding was re-elected as
Vice-Chair.

The Parish Council continues to address the concerns within the parish and
would like to remind residents, now that the longer summer evenings are
here, to be mindful of the smoke they are creating when lighting bonfires
and the effect it has on their neighbours. If you have any environmental or
nuisance noise issues the Parish Council asks that you, as well as drawing
it to the attention of the Council, make your own individual complaints as
this has more impact. You can report a problem at
http:www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/environment-and-
neighbourhood-issues/report-problem-noise-and-nuisance

All residents are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings. There is no
meeting in July; the date of the next meeting is Thursday 8 August at 7 pm
in Forest Hill Village Hall. Current Agendas and Minutes are posted on the
two notice boards; outside the Village Hall and at the end of Mickle Way.
Archive Agendas and Minutes can be found on the website:
www.parishcouncil.com/foresthillwithshotover/

You can contact Helen Cross, the Parish Council Clerk on email:
theclerk@foresthillwithshotover-pc.org.uk or tel: 0844 884 3328

www.facebook.com/groups/500731153419935/
www.stnicolasforesthill.org
http:www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/environment-and-neighbourhood-issues/report-problem-noise-and-nuisance
http:www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/environment-and-neighbourhood-issues/report-problem-noise-and-nuisance
www.parishcouncil.com/foresthillwithshotover/ 
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Forest Hill Street Fête,  Saturday 20 July, 11am - 2pm
Games, tombola, raffle, 'car boot' stalls, books, children's activities, ice

creams, food & drink, and music.

If you can join in helping out in general on the day / contributing stall
items, please contact James Skinner

Email: jde_skinner@hotmail.com Mobile: 07976 646 30

Music at St Nicolas
The Osborne/Blyth Jazz Trio and the St Nicolas Consort return to St Nicolas
Church, Forest Hill on Sunday 1 September at 6pm with a programme of
vocal music and gentle jazz suitable for a late summer’s evening.
Tickets £8 including wine/soft drinks and nibbles, available on the St
Nicolas website www.stnicolasforesthill.org or from Julia Stutfield 07766
103427 or pay on the door.

www.stnicolasforesthill.org 
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STANTON ST JOHN

Stanton Church
Please see pages 5 & 6 for details of all church services during July and
August.

Church Flowers
The flower rota is up in the Church.  Please put your name down if you
would like to do an arrangement.  If  you feel you would rather not do an
arrangement but would like to help, you might like to donate some
money in memory of a loved one, or for a birthday or anniversary .  If so
please speak to one of the Church Wardens.  Thank you.

Deirdre Young

Ninebarrow
Over 100 people enjoyed a fantastic concert on Saturday 15 June, when
Dorset folk duo Ninebarrow performed in Stanton Church.  The sound
system, lighting array, and Church acoustics combined to produce a
wonderful atmosphere, which showcased Jon and Jay's perfect harmonies.

Nikki Mallows very kindly opened the grounds of College House before
the performance, and during the interval.  The Gresswell Environment
Trust very generously matched the refreshment takings, meaning that
nearly £600.00 was raised to help with Church repairs.

Thank you to all the people who helped me with organizing the concert.

Julian Money

Red Cross Collection
Thank you to all those from Stanton and Bayswater Road who helped
and donated to the Red Cross Collection in May.

A total of £282.85 was raised to help with Red Cross projects both in the
UK and abroad.

Julian Money

www.stnicolasforesthill.org 
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Stanton Bells
The ringing band are extremely pleased to confirm that the final stage of
the bell restoration project at St John the
Baptist has now been completed! The
photo on the right shows number 3 bell,
being worked on and the photo below is of
the completed work on bells 3 and 4.

For those living in the village, you may have
heard some ringing as we have been getting
reacquainted with the bells. Or you've
heard the tenor bell striking on the hour to
announce the clock is back in action!

So now's the time to consider having a go
at church bell ringing yourself!  We are very
keen for new recruits, from any of the four
parishes, even if it's just to try it out and say it's not for you, but you never
know, you may get hooked!  We appreciate that everyone leads busy lives,
and fitting new things in can be tricky, but come along if you have ever
wanted to see what it's all about - there is no commitment and we're

relaxed about showing you the ropes,
quite literally!

Once again, our thanks to everyone
who has supported this project.  It's
a real testament to communities
getting together and achieving results
themselves.

For those wishing to try out ringing,
please contact Paul Lansdowne at
paulieox22@gmail.com

Best wishes from the Ringing Band

Edgar, Paul, Jane, Nick, Chris and
Graham

Photo by Paul Lansdowne

Photo by Paul Lansdowne
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Stanton St John WI
Stanton St John WI are having two very different activities in July.  On
Tuesday 9 July we will meet at the Village Hall at 7.30pm to have a Gin
Tasting evening organised by one of our local Artisan Distilleries. They
have recently won a special award for their gin so it promises to be very
"educational"!  On Tuesday 30 July we are joining forces with Horton-
cum-Studley and Otmoor WIs to go on a day trip to Aston Pottery where
we will visit the improved garden, have lunch and watch a pottery
demonstration.

We have a break from meetings for August.

Family Film Evening - Stanton St John
Saturday 31 August
Following the success of our last two screenings, we would like to invite
you to the next film evening. This time, it will be bigger and better; it will
be outdoors at Rectory Farm PYO with a cinema sized screen and
matching sound quality. Doors will be open early for picnicking, the café
and a bar will be open too. The film will begin at 8pm.

The film will be upbeat, funny and family friendly - we'll let you know the
title as soon as we've chosen it! Ticket prices are £20 per family (2 adults,
3 children), £10 per adult and £5 per student/youngster.

Any profits raised from this screening will be donated to the Building
Fund of the church at Stanton St John. Tickets will be available via the
shop and Rectory Farm PYO, as well as on the door.  We hope to see you
there!

The Film Group Committee

Community Cafe - Stanton St John
Stanton's monthly Community Cafe is going from strength to
strength.  Join us for a cuppa and a slice of something nice (for a
donation of £2.50) on Friday 5 July at 10.30am in the village hall.

If anyone is a keen baker or bake-off champion (!) we'd love for some
volunteers to bake cakes for the day!   Please email Cai Hall
at carolineharodgers@gmail.com if you can help us out!
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Stanton St John Parish Council
The new District Councillor for Stanton St John, Sarah Gray, has distributed
a report to the Parish Council, identifying the current priorities as well as
other initiatives which are currently being focused on. The report can be
viewed on the Parish Council website, under the NEWS section,
http://www.parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/news.asp.

In addition, at the June Parish Council meeting, representatives for New
College outlined the proposed plans for The Star Inn, which will shortly be
submitted as a planning application to SODC. A copy of the proposals can
also be found on the Parish Council website, under the NEWS section,
http://www.parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/news.asp.

Beckley

Beckley Church
Please see pages 5 & 6 for details of church services during July and August.

Ascension Day
On 30 May fourteen people came
to the moving sunrise service,
beautifully taken by Hugh Lee. It
was windy and rather cold, but the
morning sunshine was wonderful.
Afterwards we warmed up, with
coffee and bacon rolls inside the
Village Hall. It was a lovely Benefice
occasion, with parishioners
attending from all four churches.

Summer Concerts
In addition to the concert featured
opposite, there is an early evening
concert on Sunday 8 September in
aid of  the Church Fabric Fund by
Beckley musicians and their friends.

Beckley Church
Summer Concert

Sunday 7 July  5pm
The Shaplands String Trio

Bridget Procter, Stephen Gorringe,
Katharine Thulborn

Bach, Dohnanyi, Schubert,
Beethoven

Entrance £10, under 10’s free
Strawberries & cream, and fizz!
Profits to Beckley Church Fabric Fund

Tickets from Susy Jepson
(susy.jepson@gmail.com) or on the door

http://www.parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/news.asp
http://www.parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/news.asp
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Beckley Church Repairs - another update
The roof leadwork repairs  have  been carried out,  and the work on our

wonderful wall paintings has been
completed. The paintings look
much brighter and cleaner, but do
not expect any dramatic change -
conservation rather than
restoration  is the usual practice
now. Repeated grateful thanks to
everyone who gave so generously
towards this essential work.

We are now waiting for the nesting
debris and bird droppings to be
cleared from the belfry so that the
Architect can inspect the floor,
which is unsafe and we also have to
attend to the slipped and broken
tiles on the chancel roof. Other
repairs are in the pipeline!

The PCC will continue to discuss the many suggestions made at the church
Open Day on 11 May and report back in due course.

Save the Date
Saturday 14 September - Ride and Stride

This sponsored countrywide event is the most important single source of
funds for Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, which awards grants to
churches of all denominations for a wide range of repairs and
enhancements. Beckley Church received a generous grant for  stonework
repairs in 2009.

Find sponsors, and cycle, walk, skateboard, ride  on horseback, and visit
as many churches as you can!  Look on the Ride and Stride website for
more ideas and information on how to participate, or contact Gina Robson
gina.robson@virgin.net, tel 01865 351637.   Watch out for posters later!

Photo by Mark Perry, and Richard Lithgow of
the Perry-Lithgow Partnership

Photo by Mark Perry, and Richard Lithgow of
the Perry-Lithgow Partnership

http://www.parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/news.asp
http://www.parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/news.asp
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Beckley and Stowood Parish Council
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 4 July at 8pm
in Beckley Village Hall.  There is no meeting in August. Minutes and
agendas and dates of future meetings are available at www.beckley-
and-stowood-pc.gov.uk and the Clerk’s email address is clerk@beckley-
and-stowood-pc.gov.uk.

The Otmoor Flyer - Information on the village mini-bus service can be
found on the Parish Council  website.  The mini-bus comes to Beckley on
Tuesdays and Fridays and picks up at 10.40am from the bus stop
opposite the Pub.  Bus tickets available from The Abingdon Arms and
Dee Hazell in Beckley.  The bus goes into Headington and Oxford.

For information on Beckley Village Hall please see
www.beckleyvillagehall.org and to make a booking please contact Stuart
Marshall, email booking@beckleyvillagehall.org

Fix My Street – find and report road or street problems at
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Save the date
Beckley Bonfire and Firework Night at Beckley Village Hall and playing
field on Saturday 2 November.  Gates open at 6pm.  Refreshments
available.  Fireworks at 7pm.

Beckley Village Hall
Regular Weekly Activities

See www.beckleyvillagehall.org or email booking@beckleyvillagehall.org
for more information.  Some events do not run during the summer.

Table Tennis Monday 10 - 11am £8 per month (just appear)

Yoga Monday 7.30 - 9pm hayley_lennard@hotmail.com
Pilates Tuesday 9.30 -11am Kim Barresi 07918180392

kim.barresi@gmail.com
Beckley Bells Tuesday 2 - 4.15pm lizbixby@me.com
Senior Circuits Wednesday 8.30 - 9.30am £36 per month, £10 per session

Carl Davis 01865 920460
Carl@over60exercise.com

Art Group Friday 9.30am - 12.30pm lizbixby@me.com

www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 
www.beckleyvillagehall.org
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.beckleyvillagehall.org
www.bacbs.org
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Beckley Community Orchard
We made our first appearance at
the fete for the Otmoor Challenge
on 8 June. Fortunately the rain had
passed over by 10.30am and we had
a glorious day although somewhat
buffeted by the high wind. We
thank all of those who came to talk
to us and to purchase our Beckley
honey, T Towels and postcards.

Also we are grateful to those who have become new Friends of our orchard
and we hope that they will have many years to enjoy visiting and perhaps
sitting and soaking up the view.

In addition to the orchard we have installed 12 bird boxes including an owl
box. Adjacent to the orchard we have a number of bee hives. In the Autumn
each Friend of the orchard receives a free jar of honey, subject of course
to the bees production.

You may have seen Monty Don on Gardens World recently when he was
extolling the benefits of Community Orchards. Perhaps you would like to
join us? I can be contacted at beckleyday@btinternet.com

Colin Day, Secretary

Expressway Meeting at Beckley Village Hall on 10 June
Many thanks to all who attended last month’s Expressway Information
Meeting at Beckley Village Hall and indicated that you want to be kept
up to date on progress.  A full report of the meeting appears in the
General Section at the front of this magazine.

Ann Henman 01865 351492, 07969 578740, annhenman@gmail.com

Beckley & Area Community Benefit Society
The Abingdon Arms ‘More than a Pub’ programme, July and August
2019
Details of the full programme can be found at www.bacbs.org.

www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 
www.beckleyvillagehall.org
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.beckleyvillagehall.org
www.bacbs.org
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HORTON-cum-STUDLEY

News from Horton-cum-Studley, St Barnabas
Please see pages 5 & 6 for details of church services during July and August.

A further advertisement to fill our Vicar vacancy has resulted in no
applicants. However, we are fortunate to have a committed PCC, Church
Wardens, volunteer clergy and Licensed Lay Ministers who will continue
to provide support during a further period without a vicar. Thank you to
all concerned for your commitment, time and dedication to keeping St
Barnabas thriving and growing.

Well done Lyn and Rita for raising over £1200 from walking the Otmoor
Challenge this year.  Lyn says: " I would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who sponsored me on the 13 mile Otmoor Challenge walk.
Despite the rain and poor conditions I still completed it within 4 hours.
Thank you so much, your monies are much appreciated and will all go
towards the upkeep of our village church."

A big thank you to everyone who made beautiful cakes for the Otmoor
Challenge cake stall, or bought them, or ate them (including the lucky
dog who sneaked one from storage under the table!).  Your generosity
helped to raise £327.60 - our highest amount ever.

Lisa Mynheer, Jill Baker and Jane Appleton.

Coffee Morning
The Coffee Morning for 14 July will be held at Yew Tree Cottage at the
usual time of 10.30am. The Coffee Morning for 10 August will be in the
hall as usual. Any queries please contact Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.

Obituary

Christopher Mynheer (of Horton-cum-Studley) died suddenly June 1st
aged 62.  Chris had been living in Antigua with his brother Andrew for

the last two years.

A memorial service in Horton-cum-Studley will be held later in the
year.
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Saturday 6 July 10am - 2pm Horton-cum-Studley’s first

Building the local community and supporting local enterprise

Join us to experience a great range of products sourced from
Horton-cum-Studley and surrounding areas:

Local farm produce, specialists breads, designer cakes

Beautifully made, hand crafted goods and artwork

Try out natural products for face and body

Relax with a cup of tea and cake

Visit our information tent to discover more about Parish Council activities
and what various local groups, facilities and societies have to offer

We even have a professional photographer to photo the people you
love or a favoured four legged friend!

If you are a local enterprise, community group or charity and want a
pitch to display your goods or information, there is still time, so please

contact: jhslingo@gmail.com or telephone 01865 655960

Safari Lunch
On 11 August at 12.30pm there will be a Safari Lunch around Horton-
cum-Studley with three courses at three different venues.

Any offers to host a course would be much appreciated.

Tickets at £15 for adults and £5 for children are available from Mo
Caldwell at 3 Priory Close (01865 351400) and Ruth David at Attock
House, Church Lane. (01865 351444) or email ruth.david@live.com for
further information.
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Horton-cum-Studley Gardening Club
June gardens are ablaze with colour and lush growth is keeping
gardeners busy. Now is the time to support your herbaceous plants with
cunningly hidden stakes or coppiced hazel. Do it before the plants start
to topple over. Our plant stall at the Otmoor Challenge was a huge
success. Thank you so much to all those who donated plants or helped to
run the stall.  Members are visiting Jacobs Field Lavender in Islip on 22
July and Aston Pottery on 21 August. For more information about our
programme see: www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/

If you would like to know more about the Gardening Club, please contact
the chairman, Susan Burge on 01865 351310.

Giant Pumpkin Competition 2019
Would you like to try to grow a GIANT Pumpkin? Can you beat the
Bronwyn's 129lb beauty last year? Do give it a go.  Plants are £4 each.
Also in 2019 we have a giant sunflower competition. Who can grow the
tallest? Plants are £1 each. Ring Cathy Jenkins on 07941 245726.

Millennium Village Hall
At the end of March, the Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer of the
Millennium Hall Committee resigned. Our thanks are given to Lorraine
Dixon, Liz Pugh and Sarah Foxcroft for all the hard work they have given
over the last few years. The current management committee has already
shown considerable enthusiasm for making the Hall become even more
integral to village life. We have already formed several sub-committees
with specific roles. Thus Jess MacKenzie leads a group to organise social
events, Barry White is in charge of facilities, ably supported by Pete
Whitaker (who has contributed so much to maintenance over many
years ) and Sam Mitchell, and Barbara Jewell has coordinated a large
group of ladies who in rotation will check the hall weekly for supplies. We
have had many bookings from outside the village over the last 2 months
and our thanks go to David Russell who coordinates these bookings so
efficiently. Mike Bennett as secretary and Rachael Ayers as treasurer are
already providing considerable support for the new regime.

Derek Jewell (Chairman )

www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/
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Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council
The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who attended the APM,
including Rosie White from Good Neighbourhood Scheme and Stuart
McClaure from the Environment Agency Catchment Partnership. The
Village will be looking into whether a Good Neighbourhood Partnership
would be beneficial for our Community.

The Parish Council, thanked everyone involved in the Otmoor Challenge,
and the Millennium Village Hall Committee, including the outgoing
Management Committee and the new Committee and Trustees.  Jill
Meyjes, Barbara Jewell and Kate McFarlane were thanked for their
participation in the Otmoor flyer bus scheme. Claudette Doe, Jenna Zan,
Carol Welch, Cathy Jenkins, Richard and Rachel Hawes were thanked for
their part in the publishing and distribution of the Parish Newsletter and
Four Parishes Magazine. Both publications are well received in the
village.

Pete Whittaker was thanked for all the odd jobs he does around the
village. Andy Marshall was thanked for auditing the accounts of both the
Parish Council and Millennium Hall. The Chair also thanked her fellow
Councillors for the time and commitment to the Parish, and Alexia Lewis
for her work as Parish Clerk

A reminder to everyone to report potholes, and clear up after their dogs.

Horton-cum-Studley Women's Institute
During July we will having two activities. Firstly, on Tuesday 9 July we will
be holding a meeting at 7.45pm in the Millennium Hall when the
Speaker, Allan Ledger will give us a talk on ‘A Moment in Time - John and
Thomas Keble and their Cotswold Life.’ This is a talk postponed from
January when, unfortunately, the Speaker was indisposed. At the end of
July we will be joining Otmoor WI and Stanton St John WI in an outing to
Aston Pottery to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Oxfordshire
Federation of Womens' Institutes. This trip will take place on Tuesday 30
July. There is no meeting planned for August but hopefully a tea party
will be arranged. Enquiries about our WI can be obtained from the
President, Barbara Jewell (tel. 01865 351315).

www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/
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The 40th Otmoor Challenge -Saturday 8 June
Forty years: an auspicious day in the history of the Otmoor Challenge.
We had rain, sunshine and a gusty wind threatening the tents. The
weather deterred less enthusiastic walkers but 210 walkers set off (56
less than last year), pleasingly boosted by Beckley School pupils being
sponsored to raise money for school funds.  Successful finishers received
a special 40th anniversary badge. Registration was efficiently carried out
by Julia Slingo and her team.

We welcomed Mr John Howell, MP for Henley, to formally open the fete
and start the runners.  Colin Jenkins and his team did their usual
outstanding preparation job.  There was an increase in the number of
participants - 325 compared with 286 in 2018.  Paul Fernandez of
Abingdon AC came first (for the sixth time) in 1:18:28, and Camilla Mitchell
took the Ladies win in 1:35:15.  We awarded new trophies - the Lyster Cup
for men and the Meyjes Cup for ladies - to competitors aged over 60, and
a trophy for the 40th runner to finish.  Richard Ogden presented the
Ogden Trophy, to the 100th finisher, in memory of his father, Ted Ogden.
Full results can be seen on www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk.

The fete was organised for the first time by Frances Cox, whose sterling
work ensured success even as the stalls were battered by the wind.
Unfortunately, we were let down by the non-appearance of the children's
attractions, including the bouncy castle, but in the gusty wind conditions
we would have had to think hard about the safety of such items.
Refreshments run by Annie Anderson and the WI sold out completely,
and the Gardening Club stock matched that of Kew Gardens.  The bar
managed by Gary Bassett, provided refreshment right  into  the evening
"Bash", run by Nick Tribble and his excellent assistants.  Catherine Lange's
salads drew praise from everyone, and we are grateful to John Taylor (Mr
Finn) for providing and cooking the pig for the "Hog Roast".  There is not
enough space to thank everyone, but the Otmoor Challenge Association
(OCA) is truly grateful to all helpers for their time and effort. We do not at
time of writing have the total figure raised.  We will be discussing
distribution of funds to local charities/causes over the next few weeks.  If
you have any suggestions, please contact me with details.

Andrew Pennington, Chairman OCA, ajpen63@gmail.com

www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk.
www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk.
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Email: bookings @ccbcars.com

Online: www.ccbcars.com

01865 876699

07585 699908

Airport transfers
Door to door

Modern Executive Cars

Fully licenced local drivers

Professional and reliable

Free in car Wi-Fi

Pre-bookings only

www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk.
www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk.
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QUALITY KITCHENS NOT COSTLY SHOWROOMS
LIQUID SPACE DESIGN LTD

We are based in Horton-cum-Studley
VERY HIGH QUALITY KITCHENS

Over 900 kitchens installed in the last 10 years
Over 30 years experience in kitchen industry

Please view our work at
www.liquidspacedesign.co.uk

Tel: 07786 938640 enquiries@liquidspacedesign.co.uk

Windmill Windows Est 1999
A local family run business supplying and installing a large range of

products in all materials

Windows, Doors, Bi-folds & Patio Sliders,
Conservatories, Facia/Soffit & Guttering, Glazing

Please call us or visit our website for information. All quotations are free of
charge or obligation.

Unit 1, Walnut Farm, 68 Worminghall Road, Oakley, Bucks HP18 9QY
01844 237070  www.windmillwindows.com

Repointing - Plastering

Specialist repairs to buildings using traditional lime products

www.mkbbeauty.com
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Running weekly in Horton-cum-Studley
Fully qualified and experienced instructor

Personal training and Indian head massage also available
For further details or to make a booking ring

Pauline 01865 351367 07710 588367
pauline@plcfitness.co.uk

MKB BEAUTY
● S�m� P�rm���nt E���r�w� & E���i���
● La�� Lif�/T�n�
● Mi�r���e��ing �n�i-a�in� fa�i�l
● Ma�sa�e ��r�ec� f�� �p�rts
�n��u�iast�

www.mkbbeauty.com 07786 364505

www.mkbbeauty.com
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PIANO & MUSIC THEORY TUITION
Music graduate of Oxford University with 10+ years teaching experience at all ages
and abilities. Beginners to advanced pupils welcome.

· First lesson half price with no obligation
· Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Musicians
· Enhanced DBS available for inspection upon request
· Fee: £20 per half hour. Daytime only
· Based in Wheatley

Contact: Robin Hagues MA(Oxon)
T: 01865–872618 E: robin@robinhagues.co.uk

Gemma Johnson BSc MChS HCPC
Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Call for more info or to book an appointment.
Home Visits available

Appointments available at:
The Park Sports Centre, Holton, Oxfordshire OX33 1QZ
T: 07969 321909
E: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist@outlook.com
W: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist.moonfruit.com

● Scarification
● Hollow Tining
● Lawn Aeration
● Over Seeding

● Top Dressing
● Weed Removal
● Moss Control
● Professional Service

NO CONTRACT
Local to you

  Contact Steve:
01865 331501 07894 983801 Email cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com
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PURE WATER CLEANING
We clean window glass, window frames, facias,

Conservatory roofs, gutters and downpipes,
Whatever you need cleaning.

● Smear-free glass, no job too small
● Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres

● Visits by appointment
● Fully trained and insured

Call Chris Black on 07857 985100

Steve Washington
Plumbing, Heating, Leadwork Specialist

Free Estimates Given

Home: 01865 873577
Mobile: 07759 781794

Email: washingtonsltd@gmail.com

www.hpgsolutions.co.uk
07876 10 50 10             Oxford

Heating Plumbing Gas
Building Services
Email: office@hpgsolutions.co.uk

Accredited Installer
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